
A Sail to the Canaries to Call On Sky Piercing Teneriffe and the Great Cauldron
picturesque Las Palmas Offers j

to Its Guests Much That Is

Quaint and Interesting.
THAT cnnarv birds were indigenous j

thereto, and that they (the islands,
not the l.irds). were blur, for it was

"Off the blue Canary Isles" that somebody

had smoked n "last cigar." about summed

up my knowl-edgs of the destination of the

Mabel Jordan, schooner, as we tacked out

Sandy Hook and bent for open sea.

Terna) s. in IttStlee to those who had tried

to teach me geography in my youth, I

should add that l was aware that the

Csnsiiee were off the west coast of Africa.

arr- ;hc lower extremity of

Morocco.
The spring morning had seemed warm

,.
stiff bréese was blow¬

ing and the air was chllj. After a few
hours the wind shifted a point or two, anil

with Increasing velocity, until by
¡.l! ü i lew a moderate gale. Very

:sarv to take in part
laboriously set canvas. All hands

on deck, and to the command
of "I_e1 »-'" the halyards'.' down <-an«e our

four '-¦- the OUt'JT JlbS. Later the

., is had tu be rcefC'l. For

two we.ks ti*.»- i low" continued, so that
rd it 22^ or 280 knots a day

.»pretty good running for a deep-laden vea-

ring her limited spread of sail.

^ we ha.l been out about two
wind .'.ici down, and we were

:. after staysails had been bent

on, to lo ttei than ISO knots in twenty« '

Except, however, for the captain, who |
had .- M Of a record voyage. 1

r« ;¦ say that no one aboard regretted
:. In speed. The excitement of

climbing huge seas, only to plunge into the

succeeding trough, had frown monotonous;

un* of trying to cross the decks

,»,- | burled sgalnst Um rail had

lost Its lest. As we had been steering
much of the time "by the wind" we had
r, ed nearly the full*force of the waves

on our bows: the fo'c'sle deck had been

lually awash, and more than one huge
c ber that had come aboard over the!
| |.1 the entire length of the ship,
evçji over the high poop-deck aft.

.jjf^earried a deckload of lumber amid-
and the first clay out. all hands..in-

cludir.s even the cook (politely addressed
as tkt "ateward") had been busy making

this additionally fast, so that we might
have ei plank or two to show when we

made port As a matter of fact, not a

| was lost, hut, as the mate had truly
lid have been "hell to pay

If them sticks got adrift." I had voîun- i

my landlubbeti*/ services In this

gam« of roping wild timber, but the cap¬

tain refused my aid, saying that if anybody
was to get a broken leg it was to be one

of the crew, adding that they weren't
"worth a damn anyhow." From which I

wag unsble to conclude whether I was

more or

FIRST GLIMPSE OF TENERIFFE.

Late on an afternoon when we aad been
out about thre<- weeks the mate called me

to the rail and asked me what 1 saw on

the horizon I looked. bur to mv vision tho

ocean eeemed bounded by a gray wall,
Which made H imrossib'.e to say where

water and sky met. Not until he directed
my sight and told me what to look for
could I distinguish a eon» of lighter gray
that rose above the bank of mist. "That,"
said he. -¡p the peak of Tenerlffe." Wh« n

I asked him how f<ir away we wer* he
answered, elehty miles' In a few moments
night began t<> close down with tropic
haste, and the mountain was quickly lost
te VIow.
Te the mate and myself, clumsy witted

moderns, it was metely a mountain we had

beheld.so many millions of cubic feet of
earth, rock an»! lava rising some twelv.
thousand feet into the heavens. Had we

been ancients, however, we should have

known that we were luoklng on that Titan

At.a.-, whom Zeua i ad condemned, i>r

hellion, forever to hold up the sky. Atlas

in his youth must have been an Inveterati
.rr.oker, an»! In his later and solidified
years unable quite to break himself of ttv

habit, although he has succeeded in swear¬

ing off fr-*m time to time. At present be

is quiso-nt. Of course, the scientist calls
Tcnenffe merely a volcano.but there is no

poetry in science.
When I went on deck the following morn¬

ing, expecting to see my Titan frlenl in

all 'his bulk, I found that the Island of

Granel Canary. Whither we were bound, hn»l

Interposed itself betwe« n us and Teneriffe,
and that we were so «los».- Inshore Its

lower but abruptly rising bills prevented
us from seeing the peak. Then I under¬
stood why the isles are spoken of In the

eong as "blue".of lava formation, with
no vegetation, except in the valleys, under
certain atmospheric conditions they take <.n

the coleir of deep violet or purple.
As we Peered land I cllmbe-d to the cross-

trees for a better view. A v hite beach
curved away before us. and on the slope of
the hills beyond the beach, tier on tier, rose

the white h»»uses «if Las Palmas, the princi¬
pal citv of Orand Canary. !-o»>n a dls-

repUtable l«>«.king tug ploughed Its way out
to |_fl fr«..m the harbor. A line t»i h«-r was

made fast at mir bows, sails came down on

the run and at the tall «.f this wharf rat,
this gutter gamin of th<- seas, we were

brought alongside the great stone quay that
runs out from shore half a mil«- and forms
a splendid harbor.

While the captain went ash».re with his

II*»-

Tne Dî*yC*xnon of Lisa P«**Jrn*>.s,
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land (¿ra* in for a few hour?, sheep pep-
bu1H «in two or throe tiers above th«- deck]
(a practice permitted only In summer.

was told), and steamships bound for Aus

tralla via the cape of Good Hope, th«-li
masts square rlgge.l that they might take

advantage of the steady blovvin«-*; trad«
winds in their Ions voyage through the

Indian «icran

Sailing vessels are allowed to enter or

leave port only Ik tucen vunrise and sunset,
but thoso under steam may come in and
go out a« will. As a result, the whine of
winches raising coal p<"-s on almost In¬

cessantly, and is punctuated by the roar

of chain through the hawse pipe as an

ancr_or plunges to the bottom, or the harsh
grind of the links as an anchor is weighed
More than three thousand ships coal Si
Las l'aima« annually, and, next t«i raising
bananas, supplying coal (brought from
Wales ) la the most profitable business of

the islands. Both Industries are carried on

mainly by English companies. The lightens
of one coal company bore the name II«-

perides, which seemed to show that black
diamonds «rere more salable than golden
appl« s.

Hardly had we made fast than the Mabel
Jordan was overrun by «lark skinned, smil¬

ing men with fruit, vegetables and tlsli

for sale, and harassed looking women

piddling native worked embroideries and
beautiful silk mantillas woven by peasant
women of th«' Pyreneea How«sver much
of color tin- Spanish woman may v. «;ir

about her person and sh<- manages to

crowd on considerable- her head covering
is either black or white i noticed that

the white mantillas were of coarser thread
and not so Intricately woven as the black,
and wondered if there was ¦ reason for

,1h«- difference. Not for a long time did (

Cb-mela Ct>.rry,T>Q 5«***-nd 0»«" Oro t «*>»v *> .

pajsrg the mate ordered decks rleare«!,
hatches removed and tackle rove, so as to

be ready to begin unloading as eoor. as the

nece-tary formalities had been compiled
with. Craft of many nations lay beside the
quay, and at anchor In the harbor rode sev¬

eral steamers, taking on coal. But there
was no other American vessel. We were

told that a Yankee barkentine had been in
port a few weeks earlier, but the «lockmen
who had given us the information had for-

her name. The steamers were all
from Northern or Southern European »ports,
in trade with »South America or Africa.
The Canaries are off the routes of steam¬

ship« in trexie with North America, which
accounts for .the islands being so little
known to dwellers in what they call there
"the States" During the time we lay there
great cattle boats from Argentina for Eng-

learn that only the woman of some social
I standing was allowed the black: the peas¬
ant woman and the woman «if the lower

-»langea had to restrict themselves to white.
I do not know whether etiquette is so rigid
on that point In Spain Itself, but In the

Spanish provinces of Canary It Is strictly
held to. Widows, however, of whatever
«station, wear black. In this temporary
elevation into a higher social sphere, per¬
haps, the bereaved peasant woman finds
some compensation for her loss. It seems,

however, somewhat of a reflection on the
late husband. As a matter of fact, how¬
ever, for the hard worked women of the
lower strata of Canary society the usual
headgear Is a basket of fruit or merchan¬
dise, or a Jar of water. The Canary water

system is fairly primitive. The water flows
in open conduits from the hills, where
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great reservoirs hav»- been built to collect
the rainfall, and is brought Into the house

I In pall. Jug <»r pitcher; to t lie outlying
parts of town It is conveyed in (asks

strapped to donkeys. This water is. of
course, unfit fur drinking, but there are

»good springs here and there on the Islands,
and the Canary "Rebecca at the Well" is

a familiar and picturesque sight. All the
I washing of Las Palmas Is don.» at one

of these conduits and in the single brook
which Is able to maintain Itself In dry
weather. It Is one of the sights of the

town to see the washerwomen In their
gaudy dresses kneeling over the flowing
water, rubbing vigorously. As a 'aundry
method, however, it Is open to much the

same objection as was raised by the lamb
which was obliged by the wolf to drink
below hl:ii at tho stream. I regretted thati

Comino froTT)
I ha«l not adopt«-.1 UM eailJr*t way of

lng.lot my clothes trail overboard at the

end of a rope. If that method II ¿om«--w!¡at

M«fi»»rK«f>t.
âostructlvo «.i i.:i l should have
ha«l cleaner garments, and the ocean, If
somewhat baity, would at least have pro-1

.' In theWal Is of the CanyonsAre
Hundreds of Caves, Once
the Homes of Savages.

never disappeared behind the -»heathing. so

I far as I was able to discover. On holy
days.which are frequent.the entire town

interests Itself In cockrightlng. Occasion¬
ally it voyages to Santa Cruz, the chief
town of the island of Tencriflfe, to witness

a bullf.ght.
All that remain to apprise the traveller

of the fact that a different and perhaps
less brutal race once.held the land are th«?
skulls and the skeletons of the aborigines
preserved in the museum «>f Las Palmas,
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i id« a more hygienic tub.
i cannot truthfully say thai Las l'aima

is. upon nearer view, a beautiful city; «h

stucco houses, which shone like marbl
when s, n i': m a distance, proved, whe
lose at hau«!, dirty and uninteresting li

their s«|iiat regularity. The afreets
narrow » - -, I squalid; there is nnl« oil
one month of rain In the year.January
111«- other eleven months th<- Island- bak«
undei 8 fierce sun; and, owing t«« th«
wasteful a/ay in »vhl.-ii the water caught
during the torrential period N allowed t«

satrape to the s«-a. then is no supply fo:

sprinkling. Bscepl for an undermanned
steam tramline of bankrupt nppenrnn ..

thai affords Intermittent and uncomfort¬
able transportation between l.as Palmas
and Ho "port'" <a distant-«- of three miles,
which, if f- rtuhe favors, is made in a

half hour), transportation Is solely by
means of m:!.-. two-wheelèd «arts, called
tartanas, which scuttle about at a «re-

mcndoua rate, raising great clouds «>f «Ns:,
ti-..« drivers ¡«:i the while lashing their tiny
i. ml underfed beasts unmercifully. Except
within tin- city, »There mules ars employed,
transporting «>f gmnls is mostly <>n the
backs of donkeys, the reason being that
there are few roada Tin» various towns

are either on tin- seashore or In the few
fertile valleys, t<> reach which ««ne must
traverse gnat stretches «if barren lava up¬
land. Ths donkeys plod through th.- thick

J lava powder, if slowly, atlll with a pa¬
tience Which assures an ultimate arrival
at the goal.unless the burro elects to

balk, as be frequently d«*«ea In that case

then* Is no telling when tin- destination
will be ifacht «I, In early morning one

.cea Whole strings of these pack donkeys
Winding into town. At the limit of the city
is th-» tax gatherer, ami on .-very chicken.
on every basket of yams toll Is '..vied.
Taxes are "farmed out," I was told, with

i th«- result that the poor farmer generally
returns with small profit on his labors.

The chief occupation of the inhabitants
of Las l'aimas, excepting the f«»w hundred
that are employed by the foreign coal ami
fruit companies, dock laborers and the
t.-ii.-rmen. seemed to «onslst in doing
nothing at all. The watchword of the
¡Canario Is mañana (to-morrow), and he
Uves strictly by his watchword. I .'.Id. ln-
éjtsA, 4S4 the ribs of several Ashing smacks
In process of construction, but the ribs
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no _*.5. C 5». iib.ry Islands*.
land the hundred! of hewn out caves that
honeycomb the walls of every canyon,
The native tribes were exterminated by the

Spanish conquerors of the fifteenth cen-

tury, but I found it «litlicuit to believ«
thai the cave dwellers <.f the "villsge" of
Atalaya were :'.>t descendants of th>- origi¬
nal Quenches; they were sufficiently un¬

civilised, at least Atalaya was an ::lmost
Inaccerstble stronghold far back in the
lava hills, at the head of a canyon wil.l
beyond description. The sole industry of
the-*« wild hlllmen is tin- making of rude
pott« v. which they exchange for food. A
dressmaker would have found a scant llve-
llhood, even had she enjoyed the patronage
of every woman in the place, and a tailor
to the male population would have starved
-.11 i.ll« 111 S.

More Interesting, however, than Atalaya
la the «'»ran Caldera great cauldron.the
crater "i an extinct volcano near the town
... Monte. Th.- «me good road Of the IslSSSl
lies betwen Las Palmas and Monte, and
;.s the Englishman at who.«.- invitation I
made the trip, having lived in Las Palmas

,-eral l'eart, l:;;.l Icen able to procure
real horses, ere made the fonrney with
some degree "f dispatch. As a matter of
fact, the distance was not great, but it
ara» all uphill. The road was li<>r<t'«red <>n

either side b) eucalyptus trees, set close
together, and the lr thick haves were a

benign Interposition between us and the
sun. W»> stayed over night at an inn,
I ullt, lik.* must of t!«.«- houses, Moorish
fashion.four square about a courtyard,
with a fiat roof, where we sat and smoked
far Into the night I should have liked to

Sleep on the roof, but such an arrangement
was not practicable.
Farly the next morning, so as to make

the journey before the In at Of the day, we

started out astride <>f two diminutive don¬
keys. The bareheaded boy Who had brought
up the beasts handed us each a stick.
"What is the use," said my companion, "of
beating the animals? it will only tire us,
while they will not mind It at all." So wo
threw away the sticks. The boy promptly
picked them up. and for the first part of
the way. where It was wide enough to ride
abreast, he trudged between u«, beating a
donkey with each stick. My companion's
prediction as to the effect was correct, but
It amused the boy.
At length we came to the end of the road.

We then struck off Into a lava trail, where
we were obliged to travel single Ale. On

Continued oa fourth page.


